
The Events of the First Easter Morning! !     !           A Synopsis of the Four Gospels

A group of women gather together in order to go to the tomb of Christ
to anoint His body with spices.

(Matt. 28:1ff; Mark 16:1ff; Luke 24:1ff)

Seeing that the stone had been removed 
from the tomb, Mary Magdalene leaves the 

group and runs to tell John and Peter.
(John 20:1-2)

The remaining women go to the tomb.  An earthquake 
accompanies the angels who have come to remove the 
stone to show that Jesus was no longer inside.  (Matt. 
28:2-5; Mark 16:1-5; Luke 24:1-3)

Mary tells Peter and John that 
someone “has taken away the 

Lord. . . and we do not know where 
they have laid Him.”

(John 20:2)

Peter and John run to the tomb.  
Upon entering the tomb, they 

observe the grave clothes but no 
body.  They leave and go to their own 

homes.
(John 20:3-10)

The angels announce “He is not 
here; for He is risen as He said. . . “
(Matthew 28:5-6; Mark 16:6; Luke 

24:4)

The women leave the tomb in order 
to announce the message of Christʼs 

resurrection to His disciples.
(Matthew 28:8; Mark 16:8; Luke 

24:8-11)

Mary Magdalene returns to the tomb, this time alone.  She also sees the 
two angels but they do not announce the resurrection of Christ.  Mary is 

distraught.
(John 20:11-16)

Jesus appears to Mary first.  He sends her to tell His disciples not of His 
resurrection, but of His ascension. 

(John 20:17-18)

While on their way to tell the disciples of Christʼs resurrection, Jesus appears to the 
women. (John 28:9-10)

On that Same Day He Appeared...
To the two disciples on the road to Emmaus (Lk. 24:13-32)

To 10 of the disciples (less Thomas) who were hiding out in a room (Mk.16:44; Lk. 24:36-43; Jn. 20:19-28)

Later, He appeared to
The disciples with Thomas present, eight days later (John 20:26-31)

The disciples, seven of them, on the sea shore ( John  21:1-25)
To 500 more disciples, to James, the Apostles at His ascension (Acts 1:8-12; 1 Cor. 15:6-7)

Paul, after His ascension (Acts 9; 1 Cor. 15:8)
HE WILL ONE DAY AGAIN APPEAR IN ALL OF HIS GLORY (Matt 24:30)


