
Calvary Bible Church At Age One

SUBJECT:  A report of the Calvary Bible Church at the end of its first year – January 1, 1950 to 
January 1, 1951.

TEXT:  "I thought it good to shew the signs and wonders that the high God hath wrought to-
ward me (us)."

! This is New Year's Day – January 1, 1951.  Today, the Calvary Bible Church is one year old.  
Today is our birthday!  This day, just one short year ago, the Calvary Bible Church was founded on a 
Sunday morning, January 1, 1950, in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Curvin (Pat) Crumbling in Martinsville, 
Pennsylvania, with only thirteen persons in attendance, including the children.  Now that a year has 
passed, it would seem fitting and proper for us all to pause a moment and consider what great things 
the Lord has done for us!  Truly, we can testify, with Paul, the truth of Ephesians 1:3, which says:  
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who hath blessed us with all spiritual bless-
ings in heavenly places in Christ."  Many times, we, as God's people, receive these spiritual blessings 
and are like the nine lepers who, when Jesus healed them, neglected to return and give thanks to 
Him.  You will remember that He healed ten of them at one time and only one out of the ten came 
back to thank Him.  Luke 17:12-19.  Too many times, we are just like that.  God is so good to us and 
has blessed us with all spiritual blessings in Christ and we forget to thank Him.  As we read these 
pages and are brought to remembrance of the signs and wonders, which the "High God" hath 
wrought toward us, shall we very reverently bow our heads and thank Him for the spiritual blessings 
in Christ, to the Calvary Bible Church and ask the Father, in Jesus name, to give us even a better re-
port for our second year.  May we also give ourselves to Him anew.  May we take inventory of our 
lives and purge out those things which are not good.  Let us remember that the Lord can not work 
with dirty lives.  If we keep ourselves clean, through the provision made for us, He will continue to 
bless us and we may be a testimony to Him.  Let us not lose our heads and become "puffed up"; let 
us keep humble and walk carefully before Him and He will do even greater things "exceeding abun-
dantly above all that we ask or think."  This report should humble us, for who are we that God should 
be pleased to do such things through us.  We are but dust; we are – just sinners saved by Grace.  
Ask God to take all pride from us.  There is such a thing as "church pride" and we must keep humble 
or God cannot use us.

As we look at our report, we find that our blessings fall into four categories.  First, the blessing 
of good fellowship.  How we praise our Lord for the warm, friendly spirit that prevails among us!  It 
makes us homesick for the services so that we can hardly wait for the time to come when we can be 
together.  Truly, the Spirit of God has made us as one family and how we praise the Lord for this.  
Many times, strangers who visit us remark about the warm spirit of love and kindness that prevails 
among us.  This is the work of the Holy Spirit.  It is the fruit of the Spirit mentioned in Galatians 
5:22-23.  We might also thank our Lord for the talent He has given us.  We have a splendid, conse-
crated menʼs quartet whose varied selections have added much to the enjoyment of our services.  He 
has also given us two believers, a young lady and her uncle, whose voices blend so well, and whose 
duets have been such a blessing to us.  We do thank God for this.  Let us endeavor to keep this unity 
of the Spirit.  It is a true sign of the Holy Spirit in our midst.  Let us remember too, that Galatians 
5:22-23 is the true measuring stick of the spiritual condition of any church.  What a precious time we 
had at our first Communion Service on August 6, drinking from paper cups as we had no communion 
set at that time.  But, how we enjoyed the service nevertheless!  We praise the Lord for this wonderful 



fellowship.  This was the same evening that our son Rodney was saved at that first communion serv-
ice.

! It has been said that there is one thing wrong with the Calvary Bible Church, which they yet 
need – namely that "Nobody gets happy and jumps around; this is their only weakness."  There is 
such a thing as the joy of the Lord and sometimes there is an overflow.  When such is of the Spirit, we 
are sure there will be no objection.  However, we must guard against the flesh and be careful lest we 
get into a rut of emotionalism.  It is possible to have a very noisy, shouting church filled with arrogant 
people who do not speak with each other and are constantly cutting each others throats.  A shouting 
church filled with strife and division is not really a good testimony and cannot be the work of the Spirit.  
It is of the flesh.  After getting into the rut of emotionalism, demonstrations for spiritual publicity may 
be indulged in "unconsciously," but they are extremely sinful and should be avoided.  The best sign of 
how spiritual a church may be is found in Galatians 5:22-23.  Not noise.  I came from a church which 
specializes in noise.  I had 21 years of that.  I can truly testify that there is such a thing as a church 
getting into an emotional rut and placing the emphasis on noise.  As believers in Christ, don't pay too 
much attention to those who would have us work up the flesh.  Do not let the Devil deceive us into 
believing that in order to have a spiritual church we must be highly emotional; make a lot of noise; run 
the meetings until midnight; roll on the floor; and break up the furniture.  Much of this sort of thing is of 
the Devil and is founded, not upon the Scriptures, but upon the "traditions of the elders."  I Corinthi-
ans 14:40 says:  "Let all things be done decently and in order."  Some of us who make a great fuss 
and put on big emotional demonstrations in the church would be far wiser if we would save that en-
ergy and put it into practical Christian living – making our lives correspond with Galatians 5:22-23.  I 
believe our testimony for Christ would have far more weight in the community in which we live.  But, 
we do praise the Lord for the wonderful Spirit of love and kindness in our Calvary Bible Church.  We 
believe this is the work and fruit of the Holy Spirit; and this will be more valuable at the Bema Judg-
ment than a lot of empty noise.  "Beloved, let us love one another for love is of God; and every one 
that loveth is born of God and knoweth God."  I John 4:7.

! The second blessing for which we thank the Lord is the salvation which came to sinners; and 
also the revival which came to those who had grown cold along the way.  Some of us came from 
churches where the sermon meal consisted of nothing more than a small bowl of thin cracker soup 
served once every two weeks.  As a result of such a diet, we were undernourished.  We were spiritu-
ally weak and half starved.  But, now that we are feasting upon the Bread of Life, the rich Manna from 
Heaven, we find that we are getting meat on our spiritual bones and are getting fat.  We are getting 
stronger.  Some of us are now able to stand on our feet, which were once weak and frail, and give a 
testimony.  We are getting new life.  We are being revived.  How we thank God for this!  Nothing 
makes a church grow fat and strong like the precious Word of God.  How we delight to have the Lord 
talk to us from His Word.

! The third blessing is the growth of our church in numbers.  From only 13 persons, God has 
been blessing our attendance steadily.  Sometimes, our main room on Sunday evening is filled and 
the overflow spreads into the kitchen and out into the hall.  How the people seem to enjoy the happy 
singing and the precious Word of God.  We thank and praise the Lord for the steady growth in num-
bers from that small group of only 13 – a year ago today.  Our very first hymn that eventful Sunday 
was "Where He Leads Me I Will Follow."  It seemed to have more meaning at that time than ever be-
fore, probably because we meant what we were singing.  Our second hymn, "My Faith Looks Up To 
Thee," seemed to bring Heaven down upon us; and the Lord seemed to say:  "Fear not little flock."  
While we seemed to be despised and rejected of men, the Holy Spirit seemed to bring a great com-



fort of peace and joy that I had not experienced since the days when I knelt in faith at the nail-pierced 
feet of Jesus, and in tears cried out:  "God be merciful to me a sinner."  How I praise the Lord for what 
He lead us to do.  My only regret is that we had not done it sooner.  By now, we would have had 
many missionaries on the field, instead of helping to finance the Federal and World Council of 
Churches.  However, our church is growing and how we praise and thank the Lord for it.  He deserves 
all the praise and credit as we are just little instruments which He is pleased to use.

! Our fourth blessing is that of finances.  Our first offering in the Sunday School was $6.29.  In 
the worship service following, we had $4.06; and, in the evening service of the first day, we had 
$10.00 – a total of $20.38 for our first day of three services.  From that small amount, the Lord was 
pleased to continue adding.  As He blessed the widows oil (II Kings 4:1-7) and the little boy's loaves 
and fishes (John 6:1-13), so He has blessed us.  The offerings continued to mount steadily until to-
day, just one year later, we have taken in free will offerings almost seven thousand dollars.  We think 
this is a financial miracle for such a small group.  We should be very humble and fall on our faces be-
fore our God, seeing that He has so blessed us in this way.  Let us not get "big headed" about this 
because the Lord will not use people who are proud and boasting.  Let us praise the Lord for this as it 
is His work and He has done it.  We had two financial rallies for our church building – one on July 11, 
1950, in which the Lord gave us seventeen hundred dollars; and, another one on October 29, 1950, 
in which the Lord gave us $543.00, plus a love gift to our visiting speaker Brother Bob Manderson of 
$22.00.  As a result of this, we are building a church which as of this date is nearly under roof.  We 
are also helping to support one missionary family and a Bible School.  Our desire is to send forth as 
many missionaries as possible.  But, in order for us to do this, we must have a strong home base.  
Continue to pray that the Lord will send more people into our midst – people who see the issue in-
volved and who will give themselves to the work.

! We praise the Lord also for the four day Bible Conference we had with Dr. Albert Hughes of 
Toronto, Canada.  We hope, when our church is finished, to bring other good Bible teachers into our 
community such as Dr. Harry Ironside, former Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church in Chicago and 
others.  How we praise the Lord for bringing us out of ecclesiastical bondage and denominational 
slavery where we were wasting our time and helping to support modernism.  We now have freedom 
and liberty.  Our church building is owned by the people who put their money into it – not the denomi-
nation.  Our trustee board does not have to get permission from the “chief priests and scribes” in or-
der to drive a nail into the wall of our church; or to get a visiting speaker without first consulting the 
“chief priests and elders” of the people.  The trustee board in the local church from which I came had 
about as much liberty as a dog tied to a six foot chain.  We were nothing more than seven little 
"lackey boys" taking orders from headquarters and kept busy trying to raise money for the budget.

! This liberty is something new which we have never been accustomed to – and how we praise 
the Lord for it.  However, we must be careful and not use our liberty for an occasion to the flesh, lest 
Satan should get an advantage of us.  Let us be thankful for it, but keep humble.  Let us continue to 
pray for the American and International Council of Christian Churches; for the Christian Beacon and 
its editor, Dr. Carl McIntire – the instruments used of the Lord to give us this wonderful testimony.

! During this first year, the Lord has been pleased to call me into the ministry and place me in a 
Bible School.  It all happened so fast that I can hardly believe it.  It seems like a dream as we all can 
testify.  My being accepted as Pastor beginning June 1, and the ordination services with the certificate 
dated August 6, 1950, all seems as a miracle out of the sky.  I am so unworthy of it all, and request 
much prayer that I may be faithful until the day when He shall call me home.  May the dear Lord bless 



us all together as a big family throughout the coming year and may we have a happy, prosperous 
year together.  With Beatrice, Donalene and Rodney, I want to thank you all for your acts of kindness 
to us such as the Harvest Home Service; the Christmas gift; and the many other ways in which you 
have blessed us.  All we can say is a big "thank you" from the bottom of our hearts; and wish you a 
very happy and prosperous new year.

! In conclusion, the Calvary Bible Church extends kind greetings to Mr. and Mrs. Curvin (Pat) 
Crumbling for permitting us to use their home for a church.  They have made no charges for rent, light 
or heat.  They have been very kind to us.  Let us pray for them that the Lord will reward them a hun-
dred fold.  There are not many people in the world today that would do this, as it brings too much ridi-
cule.  But, they have followed good examples in the Bible.  In the early days of the Christian church, 
when the believers were persecuted and driven from the synagogues, it became necessary to hold 
their services in their homes.  Priscilla and Aquila had a church in their home.  Romans 16:3-5.  Ap-
phia and Archippus had a church in their home.  Philemon 1:2.  Nymphas had a church in his house.  
Colossians 4:15.  Paul rented a house in Rome and for two years had a church in it.  Acts 28:30-31.  
When Brother and Sister Crumbling get to glory, they will meet these dear saints of God; sit down on 
the banks of the river; and have a lot of good things to talk about.  The Lord will reward them richly.  
See Mark 9:41.

! ! ! ! ! ! ! In His Name,

! ! ! ! ! ! ! The Helder Family

December 30, 1950
Route #1
Wrightsville, Pa.


